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MEETING NOTICE: The pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association will meet this 

month on December 13 at 7:30 pm at the Security Savings and Loan Associa- 

tion Building, east Platte at Union. Anyone interested in amateur radio 

is invited to attend. The program will be presented by Gene Harsh and 

focus on sunspots and ionization. So if you'd be interested in deciphering 
_the mysteries of the ether more precisely--or in just having the whole 

ness make more sense--then stop in for our December meeting. 


CHRISTMAS DINNER: Join in on December 16 at the crain and Grape, East 
Platte and Murray. Reservations due by the club meeting day, to Doug or 
Cheri Moloney or Chuck Myers W@RNT. 


ON NOVEMBER 5 of this year a small plane made a forced landing in poor 
weather about 30 miles southeast of Colorado Springs. The El Paso County 
Search and Rescue Squad was called out to search for the plane and pilot. 
Some of the searchers, like Larry Rice WBYKDN, are hams, and amateur radio 
wound up playing an important part in coordinating the efforts of the 
Sheriff's Office, Federal Aviation Administration, and Civil Air Patrol in 
the search and rescue. 

The pilot was enroute to Arapahoe County Airport near Denver, and 
apparently had decided to try to make Colorado Springs Airport when he 
suddenly made a turn and was lost from the radar screen. The pilot made 
the turn to align himself for his attempted landing. He picked a nice, 
big field, but hit hard and when the nosewheel of his plane touched down, 
it flipped over on its back. [Shall i put in a plug for tailwheels? Yea, 
Luscombes!] Being one of the four-seat Grummans with a sliding canopy for 
entry and exit, and being that the plane was resting on the canopy, the 
pilot was unable to get out and spent that Sunday night inside the plane-- 
until Larry and others reached him Monday morning. His injuries consisted, 
fortunately, of little more than a bump on the head; and temperatures that 

_night were not too extreme. 

J We are thankful for the involvement of Larry and others in the search 
and rescue team, and are glad for the part that amateur radio can play in 
their efforts. 
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PPRAA DIRECTORS 


PRESIDENT Doug Moloney WB@MHP, 3817 Vaquero Cir So. - - - = 599-9605 
V-PRES. *Art Mayer WA@AEH, 3032 Drakestone Dr - - = - - - 635-7223 
SECRETARY *Lorna Schlueter WD@BTF, Box 38 Grn Mtn Falls 80819 - 684-2153 
TREASURER *Dave Riese WBYSDW, 5102 Galley - - - - - = - - 574-2224 
Board Mem Gordon Denno WB@TIC, 4718 El Camino - - - - - - 598-0408 
Board Mem Mike Stansberry K@TER, 2732 E. Monument - - - - = 475-8650 
Board Mem Oak Stockton K@ROL, 2023 Essex Lane - - - - - - 596-1395 
Board Mem *Frank Freiler WB@PAJ, 411 Lakewood Cir - - (ext 208) 596-6800 


(* two-year board terms began November 1978) 


ZERO BEAT is published monthly in the interest of the members of the Pikes 
Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc., Colorado Springs, Colo. Permission 
is granted to reprint articles or excerpts provided full credit is given. 


Editor: Business Manager: 

Dave Allen WB@TAQ Ed Pompea K@ZPG "Amateur Radio 
821 N. Cascade 2111 Trent Ave. News Service" 
Co Spgs, CO 80903 Co Spgs, CO 80909 

471-0642 635-7554 


The PPRAA meets at 7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of each month in the 
Security Savings and Loan Building, East Platte at Union Blvd. 
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NOVEMBER MINUTES: The November meeting of the PPRAA was called to order by 
Doug Moloney WB@MHP at 7:32 pm on November 8 at the Security Savings and ~ 


Loan Association. The yearly committee review was as follows (committees 
and their heads): 


CCARC--Chuck Myers W@RNT RACES--Dean Jaynes WA@PHH 

NOMINATING--the Board NTS--Mike Stansberry K@TER 

Field Day--Dave Vierling N@DV Custodial--Mike Stansberry KQZTER 

Contest--Dave Vierling N@DV Novice--Dave Allen WB@TAQ 

Club Station/Comm Trailer--Ray Public Info--Frank Freiler WB@PAJ 
Uberecken AA@L Interference--Ray Uberecken AA@L 

Activities--Dennis Smith WB@YKH Auditing--Harry Waymoth WD@FRI 

Watch--Dave Riese WBYSDW Technical/Instruction--Gordy Denno 

WB@TIC 


Dave WB@SDW gave the treasurer's report as $414.90. Committee re- 
ports: .CCARC--Chuck WZRNT reported troubles with getting phone numbers 
for publication in the Colorado Ham Directory. CHRISTMAS PARTY--Will be 
December 16 at the Grain and Grape. $7 per person to Doug WBYMHP, Cheri, 
or Chuck WORNT by Wednesday's club meeting. Cocktails at 6:30 pm, dinner 
at 7:30. P.I.--Frank WB@PAT had submitted articles to both local news- 
papers regarding the recent ham demonstrations in public schools [see last 
Zero Beat]. INSTRUCTION--Gordy WB@TIC reported the upgrading classes 
having started November 7 and to be continuing for 16 weeks, with code 
Tuesdays and theory Thursdays at North Jr High. We are looking for vol- 
unteers who would like to help with these classes. Misc/Annoucements: 
WB@DUL Dick presented car dashboard plaques to Ray AA@L and Mike K#@TER 
and Dave N@DV for their part in communications help in the Corvette Club'=. 
Leadfoot hillclimb last September 10. CMTRA--the Colorado Motorcycle 
Trailriders Association presented a gift to the club in fhe form of an 
ICOM IC-215 portable two-meter rig. Chuck W@RNT expressed thanks to them 
for the breakfast, dinner, and rig they had provided. (Con'dynext page.) 
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LUMITIME 


24 Hr. display. 1-5/8" numerals, 


second indicator, alarm and snooze 


button (use for stn. 
Brown or Ivory case. 


I.D. timer). 
List $31.95 


Mobile 2 
VHF antennas 


Kantronics 


The Mobile 2 VHF antenna is available 
in a variety of forms. Antennas utilizing 
the magnetic base can’ be mounted on 
any flat metallic. surface without drilling 
holes. The magnetic mount is amazingly 
strong and made of high-impact resistant 
cast fittings. 

Antennas utilizing the trunk mounting 
base attach to the trunk lip of your car. 
Feedline cable wraps under the base and 
around the trunk lip, eliminating the need 
to drill holes. Bases include 18 feet of 
RG-58/U cable and PL-259 connector. 

Choose from the following whip 

options: 

A. 2 meter (144-8 MHz) 220 MHz or 

440 MHz band-coverage. 

B. 1/4 or 5/8 wavelength. 

Allen wrench included. Typical SWR 

1.5.1 or less. . 


magnetic $1985 
trunk $14-96. 


— 10.95 
1/4 wave w/BNC adapt for H.T, $8. 


2 Mtr. Xtals 


K—W. 
| | MOST FREQUENCIES 
FOR MOST RiGS. 
NON-STOCKED. AND 
z js) 5 spec, ORDERS - ADD $1.00 


SALES TAX & SHIPPING CHARGES 
ADDED WHEN APPLICABLE 
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System one 


=_ OUPER SALE @ 


CC-24 DIGITAL 
ALARM CLOCK 


26.88 


AS SEEN IN QST AND 73 


Wilson AMATEUR ANTENNAS 


List Special 

SY-1 System One Tri-Bander 274.95 220.00 

SY-2 System Two Tri-Bander 219.95 176.00 

SY-3 * System Three Tri-Bander 179.95 144.00 

WV-1 .40-10 Trap-Loaded Vertical 79.95 64.00 
SY-1 


TRIBANDER ~_ 


M-27 * 7 El. Two Meter Beam 21.95 18.00 

M-29 * 9 El. Two Meter Beam 27.95 23.00 

"M-211* 11 El. Two Meter Beam 33.95 28.00 
* NEW 


CALL OR WRITE FOR QUOTES ON 
WILSON RADIOS, TOWERS, ROTORS & ACC. 


H-F-P |COPAE CLOCKS 
ENLERPRISES | 222 Oigital Flip) Clock. 


24 Hr. Black or White case, 
740 GALENA ST. 


As seen in QST Magazine 
(303 )366-8292 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


NOW ACCEPTING VISA 
AND MASTER CHARGE 
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MINUTES (con'd): N@DV Dave will do 
listings of contests for publication 
in Zero Beat. [oh.] K@DJ Bob 
Poirier, new SCM, briefly described 
his activities and responsibilities 
as SCM, and expressed his willingness 


A.E.S. Communications 


404 Arrawanna 
Colo. Springs, Colo. 80909 


475-7050 to discuss and answer questions about 

the ARRL. K6DBR Dick announced the 

« DK * VHF ENGINEERING monthly transmitter hunt. WBYMHP Doug 

*  AMPHENOL * WAM KEY reported a lack of volunteers and need 

® DENTRON a NYE VIKING for same regarding refreshments--and 
that Kitty has been underfed lately. 

* CUSHCRAFT « = TEMFO i 

« ASTATIC <i CSON Also reminded folks of the ham break- 
fast each Saturday at King's Food Host, 

« AMECO BOOKS * ARRL BOOKS F rte d Cirel (H th = 

« HUSTLER * TAB BOOKS ountain an ircle. am ere re 


fers to the people who come, not the 
food that is eaten.] WB@PAJ Frank re- 
ported that next year's: Olympic Sports 
Festival site is not yet determined. 
Bob K@DJ added that the January or Feb- 
ruary QST will contain a report of our 
involvement in the '78 sports festival 
here. WZVO Ed Means gave an explana- 
tion of the Russian amateur satellites 
currently in operation. Hammy was awarded to Ray AA@L, alias 94D, for 
being ham and turkey of the month for his very entertaining (chuckle, chuc 
participation in the trailriders motorcycle enduro. 

The business meeting was adjourned at 8:33 and a very successful two- 
meter clinic was given as the program by Ray AA@ZL, Mike K@TER, and Doug 
WBZMHP. Rigs were checked for frequency, sensitivity, bandwidth, spurs, 
and power output. 

Lorna Schlueter WD@BTF 
Secretary 


* EDGECOM 
TRADE-INS & CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME 


COME IN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE & CHATL 
SEE US FOR THE NEW TEMPO SYNCOM HT. 
DAVE WDGCDU * TOM WOGEMN * JERA N@AGT 


CLASS SCHEDULE for the remaining 
up-grading classes: 


Dec 14 Transformers 
21 Tubes, elementary amplifiers 
28 Don't come, 


Jan 4 Transistors, diodes (ele- 3} 
mentary circuits) gon 
11 Power supplies oss" BOLORADO SPRINGS 
18 Amplifiers & oscillaoors WALKER ELECTRONICS 


25 Transmitters 


2838 NORTH PROSPECT ST. 


Feb 1 Receivers/heterodyning COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80907 3 
8 Modulation PHONE - (303) 636-1661 = 
15 Antennae & feedlinae = 
22 Propagation Ip iy ip WHOLESALE DISTRIBU URS = 
Mar 1 RTTY [yea], & SSTV . 'S EXPERIMENTERS ITEMS § 


8 Ci it 1 i ( H 
circuit anatysis: (or How ge | Mee” Cay ~Noy, HEADPHONES — SPEAKERS 
JS ANTENNA INSTALL. MATERIALS 
LEADER ye) 


is supposed to be going on 
in the no-good, @*#@# radio) 


Instruments Corp. 
Communications Division 
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FROM ARRL BULLETIN 734: Beginning 
Jan 1, anybody renewing their license 
can ask for one of those wierd, new 


If it’s CW, it's communications, 
893-5525 ALL MAJOR BRANDS _ 893-5525 


calls, appropriate to his license anki Bak t 
class. [Guess it won't be long be- 7-Non : = 
fore anybody with a call like WB#TAQ ce b0R ort KOM my, 
will have the wierd call. Weil, it gt sonn WAGA DP 
Takes All Qinds.] w 


IN SEARCH OF A NON-NOVICE QSO 

"FB OM ES TNX FER COMING BK--UR 
RST 579--QTH PODUNK OHIO--NAME SAM-- 
PSE QSL--TNX--WL, BACK TO YOU FOR YOUR 
FINAL--73 ES HPE CU AGN--SK WD@FPL DE 
KA8KIS" [for Keep It Short]. 

And so it seems to go. Once ina 
while you are lucky enough to get a 
one-work weather report or the model number of his rig. But for the most 
part, novice QSOs are entirely too short. 

Not that things like extreme ORM don't at times necessitate short QSO 
in the novice band, but novices in general seem to be desperately short- 
winded. Why do so many novices fall victim to this frustrating tendency? 

Could it be simply the young age of the novice operators? One needs 
only visit a jr or senior high school, or anyplace where two or more teen- 
_agers are gathered to see they have no difficulty conversing. 

I suppose it could be a frantic quest to cover the walls with QSL 
cards. But does every novice need to be a contester for the entire term 
of his/her license? Perhaps they didn't make their bed or take out the 
trash and dad is getting his belt ready. Or mom is busy asking if they've 
done their homework--or they're preoccupied with making up a believable 
answer to “Where did you go after school today?" 

Or perhaps they are just scared to death on the air and need time to 
get used to it...thus the compulsion to keep it short and the difficulty 
in "thinking on one's key." Well, for whatever the reason, I for one want 
to speak out in encouragement of the well-developed novice Q50. Strive to 
relax on the air (but not by drinking too much--it makes sending a real 
chore). Aim at getting to know some other people your own age (or whatever 
age) in other parts of the country. Nobody said you have to be a general 
before you can learn how to talk intelligently. It could make being a 
novice a lot nicer--for you, and for any other novice who is tired of RST, 
NAME, QTH. 


C W ELECTRONIC SALES CO. 


14017 BLAKE STREET. DENVER, COLORADO 80202 


Dave Caraway WD@FPL, as. told (very 
reluctantly) to WBMYTAQ 


AND I SUPPOSE that wraps it up for another month. Yipes--and for another 
year too! So I hope nobody minds a word about Christmas which isn't 
aimed strictly at ham radio, except to the extent that hams are people. 

Christmas. A time when happy people seem to be extra happy and down 
people seem to get extra down. Sad people especially feel left out at 
Christmas. We've certainly made it into a time for happy people (and rich 
ones) . 

But the first Christmas message ("For to you is born this day in the 
city of David a savior...") was spoken to shepherds--an outcast group of 
people. They smelled like sheep (ick), couldn't bathe much, and were con- 
sidered immoral and last-class "citizens." (next page) 
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But the Christmas message is about a savior, And anyone who can 
handle all their problems on their own doesn't need a savior, and Christ- 
mas is not for them. It's for us folks that don't have it all together. 

Anyway, to all my friends and readers (together or not), may you 
have the best Christmas you've ever had. 


COLO. SPRINGS, 
COLORADO 


324 NORTH NEVADA AVENUE 
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80903 
(303) 633-1771 
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Dave Allen 
1 821 N. Cascade 


CevtenWiAL ; } 
ELECTRONIC SUPPLY Colo. Springs, CO 80903 “rome” ner 


71S N. Weber Street 


Csi 
P.O. Box 1777, Colorado Springa, Cola 090! ¢ Lk A § M A I L 
Phone: 633-4066 F | R § T 


Whoteusls Radio, TY, Parts. Tubes, Ratunrics 
ingustrun Electrones, Test Equiomant 
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Continental Specialties 


Proto Boards DO! SCHAARSCHYIDT rier? 

OK Wire-wrap Materials SFEVE SCHSARSCHYIDT kKEOT 
ec& Ee GREE’ UISE PER 
CGLO SPES, 66 Seots 


rads ene 2S 
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